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THE REAL CHRISTIAN. 
Rom. viii.9. If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 


Ir is a question of infinite moment—How may professing Chris- 
tians exhibit the spirit of Christ, and thus evince that. they are really 
His? Asummary answer to this inquiry is, By cordially imitating his 
example in efforts to save men and glorify God. “He that saith, 
I know him ;” that is, he who makes profession of the knowledge of 
Christ, “ ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” Indeed, his 
spirit cannot reign within us, without so assimilating our whole charac- 
ter and life to his, that it shall be clearly manifest whose children we are, 
and under whose authority we act. Let us then solemnly and faithfully 
examine ourselves in the light of Christ’s example—remembering that 
“if our own hearts condemn us, God is greater, and knoweth all things;” 
and remembering, too, that if we are deceived, it is infinitely better to 
know it now, and repent, than to wake hereafter “tos ‘and eyer- 
lasting contempt.” Have you, then, the spirit of Christ? If you have, 

L. Your whole mind will, like his, be absorbed in doing the will of your 
heavenly Father. “Wist ye not (said he) that I must be about my 
Father’s business?” “I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me.” “My meat is to do the will ot 
him that sent me, and to finish, his work.” Of course he had nothing 
to do with merely consulting fils own ease, pleasure, comfort, or honor. 
Vor. xt. No. 9. 
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“ Christ pleased not himself ;” but submitted to the heaviest self-denial 
and untiring effort, that the Father might be glorified and his law 
honored. ‘To obey him and finish his work, he made every thing, 
even his life, bow. He “became obedient unto death, even the death 

«of the cross.” But suppose he had, like multitudes of his professed dis- 

«ciples, made his Father’s will a secondary, and his own pleasure and 
temporal interest a primary object ; when, 0, when could he have 
said, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have » friohes the work 
which thou gavest me to do ?” 

This work he well knew would cost him continued labor, deep hu- 
miliation, and even the sacrifice of life. But to all this he submitted 
voluntarily. Yea, it was his “delight” thus to do “the will of him 
that sent him.” 

Now, how seldom is it imagined, that to be a follower of Christ in- 
volves the same spirit of self-denial and devotedness to the interests of 
another? Yet thus it is written—“ Whosoever he be, that forsaketh 
not all that he hath, cannot be my disciple.” The moment one be- 
comes a true disciple of Christ, he resigns his selfish spirit, and the will 
and work of God are first and habitually in his thoughts and aims. His 
anxious inquiry now is, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” and 
he daily and hourly consults the honor of his divine Master. 

True, he will often find his present interest and comfort identified 
with his work; but very often his faithful discharge of duty will in- 
volve great sacrifice, and much self-denying labor. All of which, how- 
ever, can be endured even “joyfully,” through that faith which sus- 
tained prophets, apostles, martyrs, and millions now in glory, of whom 
the world was not worthy. 

It is a most fatal mistake in multitudes professing piety,—that they 
think so much of present ease and mere worldly enjoyment—forget- 
ting that, with respect to these, “he that taketh not up his cross, daily, 
and followeth me, (a condescending, self-denying Savior,) he cannot 
be my disciple.” “'To him that overcometh, will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Fa- 
ther in his throne.” The joys of conquest, then, are the joys of Chris- 
tians. And they are not to look for present ease, but for conflict, and 
victory, and triumphant joy. So it was with Christ: “He took upon 
him the form of a servant ;” and, not for worldly gratification, but “ for 
the joy that was set before him, (in hoggsing God and saving souls,) he 
endured the cross, despising the shame”—till he could say, with respect 
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to the service he had undertaken, “ It is finished.” Oh, if ever a being 
had one ruling passion, that being was Jesus, and that passion, stronger 
than death, was the joy of doing the will of his Father in the salvation 
of men ! 

The sum and substance of true religion is supreme love to God and 
love to man. And if any soul love God supremely, will he not study 
to learn distinctly his will, with a view to habitual obedience? And if 
he love his perishing fellow man as himself, will he not do all in his 
power to save him? If millions are seen rising in rebellion against 
God, and trampling his law under foot, will he not be anxious for them, . 
as well as for the honor of God? Can he be satisfied that they should 
insult that Being who is supremely excellent? Can he be indifferent 
to any means of reconciling them to their lawful Sovereign? If so, 
what is his profession of love to God und man but solemn mockery ? 
What ! see God insulted and rejected, and his favor lost by millions, 
and Christ leaving his throne to reconcile and save them, and yet a 
follower of Christ feel no deep sympathy, and manifest no burning zeal, 
and make no sacrifices for an object so dear to his Master! A follower 
of Christ ! and yet, in the eye of all around, pursuing his own ends, his 
own will! No: the case is impossible. A real follower of Christ will 
be known as such, and “read of all men.” His character can no more 
be concealed, or fail to be admired, than a splendid city upon a moun- 
tain top. For what says the Savior himself?—“ Ye are the light of 
the world :” “ a city set on an hill cannot be hid:” “ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you.” Surely, then, if the spirit of 
Christ be in you, your whole soul, like his, will be absorbed in domg 
the will of your heavenly Father—all your plans and movements will 
of course be in harmony with his example, who came to bring honor to 
God in the salvation of sinners. 

II. If you have the spirit of Christ, you will habitually feel and act out 
personal responsibility. “Lo, I come to do thy will,” said Christ. With 
him, doing whatsoever was given him to do, not doing as others did, 
was the principle of action. So entirely was he bent upon fulfilling 
personal obligation, that he shrunk from no duty, whether difficult or 
easy. He had found it more pleasant, we might suppose, to have con- 
tinued to bask for ever in the beams of his Father’s countenance, robed 
in the uncreated splendors of Godhead, receiving the joyous homage 
of unfallen millions, than to have “made himself of no reputation”— 
more convenient than to have worn a crown of thorns—much easier to 
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have let our world be lost forever, than to have hung upon the cross to 
save it. But no: while clad in the habiliments of shame, while wear- 
ing that thorny crown, and while agonizing in death on the cross, he 
could say, “J have finished the great redemption—it was my duty 
—the duty is done—and done by me. It is finished, and finished 
by me.” What! Christ shrink from personal responsibility? No, 
verily ; he came to do whatever he, not another, had todo. Hence we 
find him laboring while others were idle, just as readily as while others 
wrought; doing his Father’s work, whether others did much, or little, 
or nothing, ridiculed or smiled, approved or disapproved, thanked or 
persecuted. While Satan buffeted, he wrought on; while angels 
strengthened him, he wrought on. When he had chosen, qualified, 
and sent into the field twelve laborers at one time, and at another sev- 
enty more, so far from resting because the work would now be done, 
or excusing himself because others were doing it, he travelled, he la- 
bored, -he preached, he prayed unceasingly ; as regardless of personal 
comfort or indulgence as ever. ‘This, and only this, was the spirit he 
exhibited, until he could say, “ Father, I have finished the work thou 
gavest me to do ;” and died—doing, even in death, what he could not 
do while living. Thus, while he told others their duty, he did his 
own. While he reproved others for idleness, he omitted not a jot or 
tittle his Father had given him todo. He regarded this as his per- 
sonai duty. ’ 

And the command of God has made our moral duty a personal con- 
cern. J am commanded to “love God with all my heart, and my 
neighbor as myself.” If J do whatsoever Christ has commanded, I am 
his friend, though millions disobey him. But suppose the millions obey 
him; can Ube his friend unless I obey him too? Or suppose my neigh- 
bor loves and obeys him with the devotion of Paul, or Brainerd, or 
Martyn; am I the less bound to love and obey him with all my strength? 

When conscience can be loaned from breast to breast, then, and not 
till then, can my personal obligation, in reference to the conversion of 
the world, be discharged by another. When God’s eye, which never 
slumbers, can be deceived, then, and not till then, can what I do for 
the glory of God be reckoned to you, and you stand applauded as the 
servant who has improved his talents. 

But how many professors excuse themselves from giving, merely be- 
cause some liberal spirit has given as he ought; and judge that he has 
given enough for himself and them too? How many say to themselves, 
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because some poor wealthy Nabal in the church, who should give his 
thousands, does not choose to do his duty, that therefore they ought to 
give only in proportion to his parsimony? How many parents think 
Sabbath School teachers do so’ much more than their duty, that the 
feeling of parental obligation to teach their own children may now in'a 
measure cease? Because a few choice spirits are so incessantly active, 
prayerful, and self-denying, as to make their influence felt over a con- 
gregation or a town, therefore multitudes in the church think they have 
not to touch a wheel of benevolent effort, except to give their contribii- 
tion, if perchance some agent visits the place, or some collector calls 
upon them! Call upon nine tenths of professing Christians to enlist 
their personal efforts in any good enterprise, and they will instinctively - 
tell you, “ they have no time, they are not the persons ;” or very com- 
placently name-to you one or more of those Christ-like spirits who have 
learned to be personally “ready to every good work,” and then feel 
as though themselves had done all that the cause of God and a dying 
race can justly require of them. Oh! when pears calls upon such 
professors, will they then peint to others, and say, “ they are always 
ready, but we have no time to die?” Or in the last judgment, will 
others answer for you? Ah! these few cannot then lend you their 
consciences ; nor could their tears wash from your garments the blood 
of souls lost through your neglect of personal obligation—your want 
rf the spirit of Christ. 

Ill. If you have the spirit of Christ, you will never postpone the per- 
formance of duty. He never procrastinated from day today. He was 
ever alive to present duty. To perform this he was all zeal—all prompt- 
ness. He emphatically “ made haste and delayed not to keep all God’s ¥ 
commandments.” “1 must work,” said he, “the work of him that sent 
me, while it is day.” And, “how am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished!” As if he had said, “I am in an agony to have it done, that 
through my obedience unto death the Father may be honored. and his 
glory spread around the world.” 

The suggestion that he ever put off till the morrow, what of duty he 
could have done to-day, is blasphemy. What! Christ neglect present 
duty? violate present obligation? Instead of this, we find him “ rising 
a great while before day,” for secret prayer—and almost always on his 
feet, looking for opportunities to do good—sympathizing with the sick, 
and ministering to the necessitous on the spot ; rendering to all their 

due ; preaching daily, in the temple, in the synagogues, by the way- 
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side, at a well, market-place, dinner-table, on the hill-side, on the plain, 
in a boat, or any where that opportunity offered—to rich or to poor, to 
one or to thousands—* instant in season and out of season.” In a 
word, so far from postponing present duty to a more convenient season, 
he was so zealous to make the most of present time, that his own rela- 
tives said, “he was beside himself.” _ 

Now pause and reflect, that this description of Christ’s manner of 
life and teaching is strictly true. And is any one ashamed of such an 
example, and unwilling to follow it? “Of him also shall the Son of 
Man be ashamed.” 

This feature of the spirit of Christ, that he never postponed present 
duty, must prevail, or the millennium can never come. If duty can 
’ be postponed one moment without guilt, it may be another, and anoth- 
er, till life is gone. ‘The neglect of duty for one moment, is direct re- 
bellion. Sin is not measured by time or space, but by the rule of right : 
and what is contrary to right this moment, is as certainly sin, as that 
which is contrary to right any number of moments, or an age. Again; 
what right has any one to presume on a future time, which God has 
not given him ?—to promise what is not his own? Indeed if any duty 
does not involve present obligation, then the inclination of the sub- 
ject, his will, not God’s, becomes the source of duty ; i. e. he may obey 
when he chooses! Though God says “ now,” he may say “ to-morrow,” 
or “when it suits me.” ‘Thus God must wait upon the creature—the 
subject be superior to his Sovereign! Yet how many, even in the 
church, exhibit this very spirit, and seem to consider all obligation 
optional as to time ; live in habitual opposition to the spirit of Christ— 
in direct rebellion! Has not God commanded us to “love our neigh- 
bor as ourselves’—to send the gospel to every creature? And yet 
while Zion has been postponing this duty, who can number the millions 
that have gone down to everlasting night? How many millions more 
shall thus die eternally through our neglect, God only knows. Oh, 
brother! you must do what you can for dying men now; for their 
want is present, and to-morrow they may be in eternity ; or your 
grave may open to receive you. 

But you say, “I have no money.” “Sell that thou hast and give 
alms.” “1 have nothing to sell.” “ Labor with thy hands, that thou 
mayest have to give.” “I cannot labor.” Then plead their cause with 
God and man, as you would plead for the life of your own soul. And 
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remember, what you now can do, must be done nent. To-morrow 
will bring duties of its own. 

We do not ask you td reflect upon the glorious results to 9 Zion and a 
dying race, if every professor in Christendom fully did his work, day 
by day; but will you do thus ?—will you now exhibit the spirit of 
Christ, who never omitted present duty? or will you, because others 
do, postpone your duty, the spirit of Christ notwithstanding, and yet call 
yourself a follower of Christ? “'To him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Indeed this antichristian spirit of post- 
poning present obligation, constitutes, we had almost said, the only sin 
of the world: and shall he be called'a Christian, who ‘is thus habitu- 
ally guilty ? 


Before silencing conscience with the determination to do at a future 


period of life, or by will, what you might do now, first consider, Will 
that be obeying the injunction to “do with your might what your hands 
now find to do?” And consider, again, that millions of sinners now 
alive, will next year, be forever beyond the reach of. charity. Place 
your soul in their souls’ stead, and then “ do to them, as ye would that 
they should do to you.” 

In the sentiments now exhibited, we have the very elements of the 
spirit of Christ, the prevalence of which would cause the millennium 
to burst in all its glory upon the world. Let each Christian fix his soul 


steadfastly on that one great object, the honor of God in the salvation of 


the lost, and account it as a duty laid.on himself to pursue according 
to his ability—as a duty of the present hour ;—then each Christian 
would act, and act now—each would do, and do all he could now— 
give, and give all he could now. Each parent would personally labor 
and pray for the immediate conversion of his child, and commence 


the work now. Each Sabbath School teacher would personally aim at 


the salvation of his class, and aim at it now. Each ‘Temperance friend, 
not content with mere membership, would personally become a gener- 
ous, active spirit in the cause, and become one now. Each lover of the 
Tract, or Bible, or Education, or Missionary cause, regardless who 
smiled or frowned, would become a personal, living, volunteer agent, to 
do what he could now. Each Christian would now personally fulfil 
that commission, “ Let him that heareth say come,” unto every sinner 
whom he sees walking with rebel step und¢t the “abiding wrath of 
God.” No host of agents need then be called off from their own more 
proper field, to awaken and constrain others to do their duty. No: 
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rather, each would become a cheerful giver, and like Israel, “ bring the 
Lord’s offering ;” or if too old, send it ; or if too poor, be instant to be- 
stow his prayers and blessing. No pastor would then wait at his ease, 
for an agent to come and enroll his flock under the Temperance banner; 
or for some Gordon Hall, to plead for benighted millions till he could 
plead no more—sending his last and loudest appeal from the tomb ; or 


* some Ward, to recount the human victims burning upon heathen al- 


tars; or some Boanerges, to rouse pastor and people to pray and labor 
for a revival. No: both pastor and people, like their heavenly Mas- 
ter, would then labor, and give, and pray, “with all their might,” and 
pray, and give, and labor now, even “to-day, while it is called to-day.” 
Then, too, our Newspapers, Journals, and Magazines, instead of wast- 
ing moral power in arraying one Christian party against another, and 
detailing their conflicts, would be angels of light, to carry the summons 
to present duty round the land, and from nation to nation. Oh then, 
for once, would the blessed Master behold with joy each and all of 
every Christian name, animated by one spirit, bending together at his 
work ; each and all prayerfully, yet confidently, expecting his present 
blessing on their efforts. Would he, could he withhold his blessing 
from those thus laboring together with him, and doing his will? 
Oh. no, he is too good and too hear—“Lo I am with you always.” 
Then would the people stimulate the ministry, and the ministry the peo- 
ple, and the Holy Ghost descend upon both. Then Bible truth would 
cut and pierce, like lightning, the consciences of sinners. Truth would 
live, and move, and have its being in the life and actions of its profess- 
ors, as if Christ lived, and spake, and worked in and through them. 
Zion’s men would be like Issachar, “ who had an understanding of the 
times to know what Israel ought to do”—Men like Zebulon, “ that 
went forth to battle, expert in war, who could keep rank, and were not 
of double heart.” “One should chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight.” Yea, “ he that is feeble among them would be as 
David, and the house of David as the Angel of God.” 

Let only this principle of present and personal responsibility, be- 
come fixed and living in the soul of a professor, and he will need no 
one to tell him, how to do good—how to glorify God—how he can be 
instrumental in converting sinners to God. He will not only know 
what to do, but be,now and ever at the work. Each verse in his 
Bible will have a trumpet tongue to rouse him to action. Such a spirit 
will be all ear to catch the least hint of duty, all head to contrive, and 
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all hand to execute. He will tread in the very foot-marks of Christ. 
He will do what he now knows, and know much more by doing. 
Yes; whoever breathes the spirit of Christ, will not only evince that 
the conversion of the world is his ruling passion, but that the reign of’ 
such a spirit in his soul gives new intellectual vigor—a sacred aptness” 
to devise, and a holy energy to execute plans for the salvation of his 
race. His judgment will be ripened, the powers of intellect concen- 
trated, and his moral feelings acquire a mighty augmentation of cour- 
age and strength for holy enterprise. 

The spirit of Christ will lead him to discover his duty in every rela- 
tion his Master bears. 'Thus, was Christ the “ Friend of sinners ?”— 
did he lay down his life for them ?—and can I withhold my example, 
prayers, or conversation, to lead sinners to their Friend? “ Heir of all 
things ?”—and can I, Ananias like, keep back any portion he has loaned 
me? “ Light of the world ?”—and can I, by covetousness or sloth, 
keep that light from gladdening the nations? “ The only Mediator?”°— 
and I not anxious to make known to others the eternal benefits of his 
mediation? “ Merciful ?”—and shall I grudge money, time, or effort, 
to show the same spirit? “ Morning Star ?”—and I not ardently long 
to have it usher in the “glorious day?” “ Teacher from God ?”—and 
shall I withhold his instructions from ignorant millions? “ Physi- 
cian ?”—and I not sympathize with him in the maladies of a dying 
world? “ Rose of Sharon ?”—and I not desire to see “the wide wil- 
derness blossom?” “ A Sacrifice ?”—and I grudge any thing I possess, 
that through this one offering heathen altars may be abolished forever ? 
Christ my “ all-sufficient Sacrifice !"—and I hesitate to give up ease, 
time, property, for his glory ; and yet call myself a follower of Christ ? 
“ Surety ?”—and yet I hoard up, while the world is starving?’ Not 
trust him, and yet expect him to trust my religion? “ Harmless ?”— 
and is this the uniform tendency of my example? Can I cherish a 
worldly spirit, and yet, like Him, be harmless? Can I oppose, or even 
refuse to countenance, any good cause, and yet do no harm? 


Before we dismiss this subject, a few practical errors in the church, 
which most fearfully clog her chariot wheels, demand special con- 
sideration. 

First: That a Christian is only to act when acted upon, and may 
wait until moved and set to work. Hence, thousands never give or do 
for Christ and the salvation of a world, unless urged and entreated, if 
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not even shamed bythe doing and giving of others. They never 
seem to think it a duty or privilege, to be constantly seeking what 
more they can do, and even creating opportunities of doing, and stimu- 
lating others-to do what they can for God’s glory. Hence every wheel 
of benevolent enterprise stops among them, when a devoted pastor or 
some Caleb is removed by death. These mere machines have no one 
to setthem in motion. They seem not to dream that responsibility lies 
between them and God. How different the spirit of Christ! “He 
went about doing good”~—not because exhorted, but even when op- 
posed—not because he must, but because “it was his meat, and drink, 
his delight.” Real religion is like “leaven, or light, or salt, or fire ;” 
whose essential nature is influential, active, effective. Each Christ-like 
professor, wherever placed, becomes a leavening particle—a radiating 
point. Indeed, if God had placed but one Christ-like spirit in a nation, 
he had made provision for christianizing the world. 

Seconp error. Many judge erroneously respecting glorifying God. 
With them it is but to join the church—attend upon the ordinances— 
have their children baptized—do a little to build up their own sect or 
party—live about like their neighbors—“ add field to field and house 
to house”—and call it providing for their own households! They 
have no objection to some of the benevolent institutions, and will give a 
trifle, ifthe object and the agent pleases, or the calls are not too frequent. 
Now could we even allow that such may be Christians, still they are 
not fruitful, and of consequence do not glorify God. Does a tree that 
bears a little solitary fruit, glorify either the field or its owner? Ora 
clock that is right once a month, its maker? Or a servant who only 
does some trifle occasionally, his master? Ora field which returns 
only the seed sown, the farmer? Listen to the judgment of Christ. 
“Herein,” as if he had said, in no other way, “herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples.” O, 
when will the millions on earth, even hear that God has a Son to be 
honored, should each in Christendom do like such professors? With 
the Bible in our hands, dare we encourage such to think they have the 
spirit of Christ? If not, “they are none of his.” They may indeed 
think they are, and seem on the road to heaven; “ but there is a way 
that seemeth right to a man, the end of which is death.” A man may 
sincerely mistake poison for food, and die the victim of his sincerity. 

Tuirp ERROR. That distance alters the nature of Christian duty, 
or that Christians may live by sight. There are but few professors who 














1837.] THE REAL CHRISTIAN. | 141 


would not do tenfold more for the heathen, if they saw the funeral fires 
of India—if they heard the wail of her orphan children—if they actually 
witnessed the cruelties, obscenities, and blasphemies attendant on Pa- 
gan worship! But, Christian brother, why would you then do more ? 
Would you do more than you could? “No; but I would do all I 
could.” Well, Christ commands you to do that now. And remember, 
your duty is not to be measured by your feelings, but by his commands, 
and your ability. If you cannot reach a drowning man, may you refuse 
him the rope you hold in your hand? In the Bible and the benevolent 
institutions of the age, you virtually hold the means, under God, of sav- 
ing a drowning heathen world. Why not then do all you can? “Oh, I 
do not see or hear them.” But others do, and you know they are 
“without God, without Christ, and without hope.” The missionary 
brethren are ready to apply your charity. Can you, knowingly, let a 
family starve, when seen by a brother’s eye, who is willing to be the 
almoner of your bounty? Is it enough to say, you have not seen them ? 
Where will this principle lead? Is it not the duty of a sinner to be- 
lieve in Christ, though he has not seen him? to escape hell, though he 
has not heard its wailings? or fly to heaven, though he has not been, like 
Paul, caught up thither? And may a follower of Christ withhold the 
gospel from dying millions, because he has not seen them? If, in the 
spirit of Christ, you had obeyed his parting command, “ Go ye into 
all the world,” you would not have been denied the sight; nor will 
you be, when you stand in judgment. You will see heathen there, 
and your Master too. | 

FourtH ERROR. That a professor may grow in grace, and yet 
not in obedience to Christ. Hence multitudes imagine that they are 
growing in holiness—in likeness to Christ. and meetness for heaven, 
who are as indolent, as obstinate, as unteachable, as worldly-minded, 
as vainly ambitious, as covetous, nay, some far more so, after years of 
church membership, than after the first months of their professed con- 
version. For proof, inquire, who are the prayerful, active, cheerful, 
generous spirits in the church—ready to every good work? Are they 
always the more advanced in the family of Christ ; those who might 
be expected to have most of their Master’s spirit? ‘True, there are here 
and there Calebs and Annas, and we regard them with sincere venera- 
tion and love; but is not the sentiment too often expressed, by some 
who ought to be first in benevolent enterprise, “that there is too much 
giving and doing, and not enough reliance on faith and prayer?” As 
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though their faith had not been dead long enough, or their economical 
prayers rejected long enough! Has a missionary over forty years of 
age been seen for half a century entering the heathen field, from in- 
creased love to Christ and dying millions? 

But, it is said, “ young men can acquire new languages with morte 
ease.” ‘This may, as a general fact, be true. But “prayers and pains, 
through faith in Jesus Christ, will do any thing,” said the father and 
pattern of American missionaries, (John Eliot,) who L2d just mastered 
the Indian tongue and finished the grammar at the age of forty-two, 
and who afterwards translated the whole Bible. Scott, also, acquired 
the Arabic and Susoo when past sirty, to aid in preparing mission- 
aries. In view of such examples, is there not a radical defect, when 
increased acquaintance with the wants and desolations of the globe, 
and a nearing to death and judgment, produce no increase of benev- 
olence, and no deepening sympathy in the cries of dying millions? 
Can such professors be growing in grace? be breathing more and 
more of the spirit of a Savior, who labored till death for the good of 
souls? “ Those that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish 
in the courts of our God.” How flourish? “'They shall still bring 
forth fruit in old age.” 

Firra Error. That the measure of interest and effort the people 
are to take.in the world’s conversion should be left entirely or chiefly 
with the minister. Hence, if he happen to be a secular man, and De- 
mas like, love his own interests more than the salvation of a world, 
and therefore feel, and pray, and preach, as though his ministerial office 
were only a trade, the people seem to think and act, as if they were 
doing God service, if they but imitate their minister ; and secure as 
much of this world as they can, whatever becomes of God’s glory and 
the souls of men. “ Like people,'like priest,” said the inspired prophet : 
and so it has ever been. Look at Christendom, and you can read the 
character of the clergy in the character of the people. In the Roman 
Catholic church this principle is carried so far, that the priest virtually 
thinks, and believes, and repents for the people, though he can neither 
die for the people nor stand for them in judgment. But how mean 
such a spirit! What true patriot would permit his general alone to 
spill his blood for his country? How senseless! Who but an idiot 
would expect his minister to be honest for him? Why then expect him, 
in any respect, to act the Christian in your stead? What saith the 
Savior? “If any man follow me, he shall not walk in darkness, but in 
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light.” He shall never be at a loss, as to what is duty. And says Paul, 
“Be ye followers of me, as I am of~Christ.’ Suppose your minister 
does not sympathize with Christ in his love, labor, sufferings, and death 
for the salvation of a lost world; does not hold up the tremendous alter- 
native of giving or withholding the gospel from perishing men; does 
not lay the claim of personal obligation upon your conscience ; does 
not tell you to do what you can for dying millions, and “do it with 
your might.” Have you not the Bible? and does not that plainly tell 
you, “If any man have not the spirit, (not of his minister,) but of 
Christ, he is none of his?’ It was enough for the brethren of the rich 
man in hell, that “they had Moses and the prophets, let them hear 
them ;” but you have not only these, but Christ and the apostles. Wo, 
wo, wo, then be to you, if you hear not, follow not, obey not them. In- 
stead of waiting for others, let each Christian resolve in God’s strength 
to be the humble instrument of bringing, at least, one sinner to repent- 
ance annually, and how soon might the world be converted to Christ! 

Sixtu rErRRoR. That professors of religion may, and ought to 
make bold and advantageous contracts for themselves, but not for 
the glory of God, and the good of souls. ‘This they often do, even be- 
yond their present means, and never think of charging themselves, or 
being charged, as imprudent or blameable. Where is the professor 
who has not, in the enterprise of business, adventured his property ? 
True, he expects to succeed, and generally does succeed.. But should 
a Christian merchant adventure on God’s providence, in a Bible, or 
Tract, or Missionary, or Education enterprise, one half the amount he 
has again and again ventured in some mercantile prospect, or worldly 
speculation, how many would at once brand him with rashness or impru- 
dence! Should a Christian farmer promise to the Lord’s treasury the 
amount of the last field for which he.has bound himself, would not some 
economical Judas be ready to say, “Why?” Should a Christian politician 
engage his personal efforts to supply with a Bible the destitute, or with 
a monthly Tract each family, or to secure the Sabbath School children, 
or the Temperance pledge, of only the same township or district he 
has often pledged to the ballot box, how many of his brethren would 
cry out, “he is over-acting—he is beside himself!” Thousands may 
be bold, fearless, enterprising, generous, and. magnanimous, for them- 
selves and this vain world, but not for God and eternity! .No; here, 
though God is insulted, and souls are dying by untold millions, we 
must be all calculation, :i]| ciutiin, all penuriousness, all distrust! A 
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soldier may drain his life’s blood for his country or a name, and who 
withholds his eulogy? But a blood-bought soldier of the cross may not . 
drain his purse for the glory of his Redeemer and the salvation of a 
world, without being branded as an enthusiast; and that too by professed 
Christians! No marvel, that the world has not been, nor is soon likely 
to be converted, while such principles pass for orthodox, in the church of 
that Savior who has declared, “ Verily I say unto you, there is no man 
that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father,or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands,for my sake and the gospel’s ; but he shall receive a 
hundred fold now in this time, and in the world to come, eternal life.” 
Shall we enterprise for our little selves, because we may succeed ; but 
not for our glorious Master, who has thus pledged his veracity that we 
shall succeed, a hundred fold now, and an eternal fold hereafter ? 
What would such faithless calculators have thought and said, had they 
been at Ephesus, when a few Christians of that city, for conscience’ 
sake and the gospel’s, at once sacrificed books to the value of “ fifty 
thousand pieces of silver?” O, what was this to the loss of one soul, 
those corrupting books might have occasioned, had they not been burnt ? 
Could those master spirits in speculation, Judas and Balaam, return to 
earth, they would tell with an emphasis, the profit or loss, the wisdom 
or madness, of the wordly enterprises in which they embarked. But 
how different the testimony of the “poor widow” justified by Christ, 
who fearlessly embarked her all to serve the temple of God! What 
too would be the testimony of that noble army of martyrs, who ven- 
tured all for Christ? Little do indolent, covetous, unbelieving or heartless 
professors imagine, that, however long their connexion with the school 
of Christ, or orthodox their creed, they may be less than babes in the 
true knowledge of God. For, says Jehovah, “the people that do know 
their God, shall be strong and do exploits.” God loves the man—and 
Christ loves him, and will honor him before assembled worlds, who, in 
every good enterprise takes prompt hold, and holds on, however many, 
one ora million, refuse to co-operate. “Them that honor me, I will 
honor, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed,” saith the 
Lord. 

Last Error. That personal and present duty may be transferred 
or delayed. If a parent command his son to do some reasonable and 
immediate duty, will the obedience of his sister release the son? Here 
we see that duty involves a personal obligation, and cannot be trans- 
ferred by the son to the sister, without the guilt of rebellion. And 
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suppose the son acknowledges his personal obligation to obey his father, 
but says, “I will not do it now, but when it suits me—when it is con-— 
venient—when I choose.” What idea has that son of filial duty, or 
parental authority? Has he not made his own will paramount to his 
father’s? But he has only disowned present obligation ; i. e. has posi- 
tively rebelled. Apply this to the practical theology of tens of thousands. 
God speaks in the Bible, and speaks to them; “Do as ye would be 
done by”—“ do good to all men as you have opportunity ;” tell every 
creature, there is a Savior from eternal ruin. And have they obeyed ? 
Obeyed! One promptly replies, “It is not convenient ;” another, “I 
have not the qualifications ;” another, “'There are heathen at home i? 
another, “It will cost too much ;” another, “It will do no good ;” 
another, “I have my own business to attend to;” another, “I have my 
family to provide for ;” another, “ The heathen are given to Christ, and 
God will bring them in ;” another, “ J will not, but others may ;” and 
another—but we forbear. ‘Thus thousands and tens of thousands, in 
the church, openly disobey Christ ; while only here and there one says, 
“ Here am J, Lord, send me ;” and only a few more, out of fifty millions 
or professing Christians, are willing to add, “ Go, Brother, and we will 
aid, to the extent of our ability.” Yes, it is literally true, only here 
and there one is thus despatched to the world of heathen ; whilst, in 
every twenty-five or thirty years, six hundred millions of those immortals 
are sacrificed to our indolence, our luxury, our pride, our covetousness, 
our hypocrisy, our ingratitude to that Savior, who poured out his 
blood, that all who believe might have life through his name. Yes, 
and this cruel sacrifice of millions is yearly made, simply for want of 
our feeling that personal and present obligation to deny ourselves for 
Christ, which we can no more evade, than we can the witness of our 
own conscience, or the awards of the judgment day. Well, that day is 
hastening on; and each of us shall give account of himself to God ; 
and by this plain rule be judged, “Jf any man have not the spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his.” And, “he that knew his Lord’s will, but 
did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes.” Dare we, then, amid 
the light now blazing upon us, still put off present duty, and let another 
generation go down to the second death? Oh, Zion, did your Master 
so? Were he now in your place, would he do so? Or can he longer 
bear this neglect of duty? Will you not then at length obey his reiter- 
ated call, louder than the thunders and sweeter than the harmonies of 
the heavens—O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the 
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high mountain ; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy 
voice with strength ? 

But not merely the commands of a dying Savior and the calls of 
distant nations now summon to special effort. The insidious pro- 
gress of infidelity—the spreading contempt of all religion—the mad- 
dening strife for mere worldly gains—the deep and general slumber of 
Israel’s hosts—and above all, the insidious wile’ of the Adversary, set- 
ting one against another, and thus wasting those energies which might 
pour light on the kingdom of darkness—these, these are the affecting 
“signs of the times ;” and these, superadded to. the cries of waking 
millions in heathen lands, admonish all the truly faithful to unite their 
humble efforts, and to pour forth the unceasing prayer, “ O Lord, revive 
thy work.. O Lord, send salvation.” 

Let them do this, and soon, very soon, the melting heavens will rain 
down righteousness; Zion be universally refreshed, her peace become 
like a river, and her prosperity like the waves of the sea. Who then, 
that knows these things, and realizes the flight of time and the infinite 
worth of souls, will not now say, with all earnestness and sincerity, 
From this hour, from this moment, Curist shall be my only Lord, 
and his erample and precepts my only rule of life? Amen. 





